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Kim Farrow and Renee Hector both FA WSL Players for 

Watford Ladies do the honours and officially open, 

in the presence of the 

Mayor of Bedford Borough, Dave Hodgson, 

the newly refurbished facility at Allen Park
Having made Kevin England, of Beds FA, aware that one of the ambitions of Bedford Ladies & Girls FC was to find a ‘home’ of our own when the project for the Allen Park refurbishment came about we did not need to be asked twice if we wanted to be involved with this facility.  So we helped Bedford Borough Council to secure the funds so generously given by Sport England in April 2013.

On Tuesday 3 February 2015 the newly refurbished facility at Allen Park was officially opened by FA WSL players, from Watford Ladies FC, Kim Farrow and Renee Hector both of whom were introduced by Jill Upton of Bedford Ladies & Girls FC and Beds FA Councillor representing female football.  

Kim has recently transferred from Leicester as one of the top scorers in the division last season with 17 goals from 19 appearances.  Renee started playing football for the Stevenage Borough Vixens before joining Enfield Town Ladies.  She then trialled for Watford Centre of Excellence at the age of 11 and has worked her way up to secure a first team position but not in the role as striker as she has traditionally played but as a central defender.  Both the ladies were a credit to themselves, their team and ladies football.

The Mayor, Dave Hodgson, was also present at the event as he had given his full backing to the project and was delighted to see the finished result.  

The original building was just run down changing rooms but with the funding and careful planning under the guidance of Phil Nicholson, Develpment Officer, Parks and Countryside for Bedford Borough Council, the end result is 6 spacious changing rooms each containing showers and toilet facilities, two referee changing rooms each with private shower and toilet, a disabled toilet fully accessible from outside the building via a ramp, a fully equipped kitchen, club room and toilet facilities.  The club room is accessed via automatic sliding doors which look onto the regenerated well draining, flat, grass pitches.  Bedford Ladies & Girls use the pitches each week for their youth players and have the use of one 11v11 senior pitch, one 11v11 junior pitch, one 9v9 pitch, one 7v7 pitch and one 5v5 pitch.  All of these pitches are in excellent condition and accommodate their players from u10s up to and including u18s.

Bedford Ladies & Girls FC are very excited about the new facility and although it is still early days have managed to secure the venue to host the Beds FA Fair Play Tournament due to take place on Sunday 26 July 2015.  This is a yearly event which attracts many teams both boys and girls from under 7s to under 12s and includes taster sessions with the Skills Team for all as well as u6 mixed teams, girls under 8s and 9s and PAN disability.  The event was very well attended last year and we expect growing numbers again this year.

Dave Hodgson, of course, is very familiar with the all ladies football Club having tracked their progress through to the current position of the Ladies First Team, Captained by Tasha Fensome, who is currently the top scorer in the FA WPL (Women’s Premier League) South East Division One.  As the Mayor himself said “Which is the highest ranked football team in the county?” and the answer is, of course, Bedford Ladies First Team.
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The guest list for the opening included the Club sponsors without whom the Club simply would not exist and so much thanks goes to, Zap Hussain of McDonald’s, Bedford High Street, Aquamart of 21 Sergeant’s Way, Plumbing and heating supplies, Chas Smith and Steve Foyle of The Building Partnership, building contractors based in Stewartby, Louise Fensome of L & A Equipment Services Ltd, based at 25 Ditmus Avenue, Kempston, The Zip Yard, clothes repairs and alterations based at 76 High Street, Paul Mead of Michael R Peters, electronic supplies and repairs at 19 The Broadway in Bedford, Ark-H Group of Wilstead Industrial Park, provider of handling and fulfilment services as well as a donation received from St Andrews Lodge in Biggleswade.

Bedford Ladies First Team and Reserves Team usually both play at the Wootton Blue Cross Stadium on Sundays with a kick off time of 1400.  Entrance if FREE and all support is welcome, so why not come and watch Bedford’s very successful ladies football team – we look forward to seeing you.

Bedford Ladies First Team next match is the Beds FA Women’s County Cup v Flitwick Ladies. On Sunday 15.02.2015. Kick off is a 14:00 at Wootton Blue Cross Stadium, Bedford Road, Wootton, MK43 9JT. 

Bedford Ladies Reserves next match is a FAWPL Southern Reserves league v Brighton & Hove Albion WFC (Reserves) on Sunday 15.02.2015.  Kick off is at 14:00 at Allen Park, Old Ford End Road, Queens Park, Bedford MK40 4NQ.

All youth matches take place at Allen Park, Old Ford End Road, Queens Park, Bedford MK40 4NQ and are on Saturday mornings from 10am.

If you would like to sponsor, support or play for Bedford Ladies & Girls FC please contact us by email to info@bedfordladies-girlsfc.org (web:  www.Bedfordladies-girlsfc.org)
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